
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

ALL MEN / ALL GIRLS 

When  Kelli said her bedtime prayers, she would 

bless every family member, every friend, and every 

animal (current and past).   For several weeks, after 

we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, 

'And all girls.'  This soon became part of her nightly 

routine, to include this closing.  My curiosity got the 

best of me and I asked her, 'Kelli, why do you al-

ways add the part about all girls?' Her response, 

'Because everybody always finish their prayers by 

saying 'All Men'!' 

 

UNTIMELY ANSWERED PRAYER 

During the minister's prayer one Sunday, there was 

a loud whistle from one of the back pews.  Tommy's 

mother was horrified. She pinched him into silence 

and, after church, asked, 'Tommy, whatever made 

you do such a thing?' Tommy answered soberly, 'I 

asked God to teach me to whistle, and He did!' 

 
LOT 'S WIFE 

The Sunday School teacher was describing how 

Lot's wife looked back and turned into a pillar of 

salt, when little Jason interrupted, 'my Mommy 

looked back once while she was driving,' he an-

nounced triumphantly, 'and she turned into a tele-

phone pole!'  T
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Chocolate Festival  
to benefit Tender Hearts 

at Inova Hospital 
 
On Feb. 12th from 7-9:00 p.m. the youth 
group will host a chocolate festival and 
coffeehouse.  Please come for coffee, des-
sert, and an open mike night.  Donations will 
be accepted to benefit Tender Hearts, a not 
for profit at Inova Hospital that supports 
families with children suffering from heart de-
fects and disorders.  We will also have a 
craft table for younger children and a choco-
late Shoppe to purchase goodies to take 
home.  If you can provide either chocolate 
desserts or items for our chocolate Shoppe, 
please sign up at church.  All are invited to 
this fun night for a wonderful cause. 
 
 

 

February NEWSLETTER 

 Church Newsletter 

February 2011 

 Preschool registration is in full swing.   Registra-

tion for current students, alumni and church members 

begins January 24th.  Registration becomes open to the 

general public on February 2nd.  If you know someone 

who is looking for a preschool with fabulous teachers 

and a warm, loving environment for children ages 3-5, 

please ask them to call the office for more information. 

 Our Family Fun Night is Friday, February 11th.  For 

a $15 donation, a family of 4 can have pizza, drinks, and 

popcorn.  In addition, Child Time Magic magician Louis 

Meyer will be performing and may even bring along a 

white rabbit!  Tickets will go on sale soon. 

 Many thanks to Judy Rushing and Sandy Underhill 

for hosting a  Coffee for the Preschool parents in Janu-

ary.  About 15 parents stopped by the Fellowship Hall 

for coffee, delicious goodies and the chance to meet 

many members of Epiphany Church.  The parents were 

warmly welcomed and I know they enjoyed the informal 

“meet and greet”. 

 Stay warm and dry.  Spring can’t be too far away. 

Karen Frick 

Director  

Epiphany Preschool 

 



   boldness the mystery of the gospel.ò  Eph. 6:19 

(Holman Christian Standard Bible).  In other words, if 

we stay in prayer, the Holy Spirit will guide us and sup-

ply us with the message that we might otherwise lack. 

This is a critical and exciting time for evangelization.  

Our sources tell us that large scale conversions to Christ 

are underway in the Middle East and in China through 

the presence of underground house churches and 

through evangelists who distribute Christian Bibles and 

other materials.  But ours is not the only action in play.  

According to Bill Muehlenbergôs blog, CultureWatch, 

this also  is ñéa busy period for the religion of peace. 

On a daily basis we hear of é attacks around the world. 

These have included the quite recent attack on a Coptic 

Christian church in Egypté.  Christians are systemati-

cally discriminated against and persecutedé. ñ  The 

stakes are high.  Are you ready? 

 

 

 

 

 
Have You Noticed Anything Different About  

Epiphany Lately?    By Bass Mitchell 

 

I love comic strips. I find them a very effective way to 

communicate. So, from time to time throughout this New Year, I want to share 

with you some of my favorites and what I have learned from them through a 

sermon series I call, ñChristianity in the Comics.ò Let me make a request. If 

you come across a comic strip you like, cut it out and give it to me or email it. 

     Hereôs one of my favorites:  ñHave you noticed anything different about 

Wilbur lately?ò      

      I donôt know whatôs happened to Wilbur, but it must have been wonderful 

because heôs walking on air! 

 

      Havenôt you noticed anything different about Epiphany lately? 

Something is happening here! Iôve seen some air walking going on! If I could 

draw, I would draw a picture of Epiphany floating on air because thatôs how I 

feel. The Spirit is coming anew on us, too, preparing us for a new beginning in 

a New Year to be Godôs servants of love. I have never been more excited or 

hopeful about any church and its future than I am about Epiphany! It has been 

difficult to even sleep because the energy, the excitement is so great. Arenôt 

you sensing it, too?   

     Maybe itôs our monthly dinners. I sensed it last night during our first Epiph-

any family dinner together. Alden prepared delicious chicken and corn chow-

der and we all brought our favorite games and had great fun together. We are 

going to be having such a dinner each month. This month, for example, we 

meet at 6 p.m. on the 16th for a meal and will learn some Irish dances (a dance 

instructor will be here). Remember, even the Bible says in Psalm 150 to praise 

the Lord with the dance! This should be fun (except for those of us with two 

left feet ï like me!) 

     Thereô something different about Epiphany lately! Maybe itôs our plans to 

begin an after school program for the children in our neighborhood. We are 

forming an afterschool task force. It will gather information about what it 

would take to create such a program here and make a recommendation or pres-

entation to the church council as soon as possible. Would any of you be inter-

ested in serving on it?  

      Thereôs something different about Epiphany lately. Maybe itôs our plans to 

hire someone to work with our children and youth. If you know someone who 

you think might be interested or qualified, let me or George Strawn know. 

Thereôs something different about Epiphany lately! Maybe itôs our short-term 

elective classes. Some of them will be  

¶ Womenôs Health Issues (in February, led by Vickey Anderson) 

¶ Get Smart (a study of the Book of Proverbs) 

¶ Basket Making 101 (by Debbie) 



  
¶ How to Start a Business (Gary Hobert) 

¶ Managing Your Personal Finances 

¶ Parenting Young Children 

¶ Parenting Teens 

¶ Coping with Stress 

 

     And lots more. Do you have ideas for short terms classes you 

would like to see us offer?  What topics or subjects do you think 

would be of real interest and help not only to us but to those out-

side these walls?  Do you feel that you could teach one on some 

topic?  

      Just as an aside, I wonder if there is someone here who would 

be willing to donate a large screen TV for us to use here in our 

classes for adults, kids & teens, because we really could use one? 

     Thereôs something different about Epiphany lately! Maybe itôs 

that 2011 marks the 50th anniversary of Epiphany. We are going 

to be doing all kinds of things throughout this year to celebrate it. 

Alice Clyne and Sandy Underhill, along with myself, have been 

charged with coming up with ideas for observing our anniversary.         

     We are planning, for example, a really big event perhaps in 

early October to which we will be inviting all former members, 

pastors and the whole community. But we would love to have 

your ideas about what we could do special that day and any other 

ways we can celebrate Epiphany. What have you seen and heard 

other churches do to celebrate? Please share them with us. 

    Thereôs something different about Epiphany lately! If you want 

to learn more, go to the Connections Center in the foyer of the 

church. Its purpose each week is to be a place where you can 

ñconnectò with whatôs happening here at Epiphany. Here, for ex-

ample, you can sign up for Vickeyôs  February class and other 

classes. 

     Iôve just scratched the surface of whatôs happening here at 

Epiphany. Come and join us, and watch something different and 

wonderful start happening in you and your family also! After all, 

everyone needs an Epiphany! 

 

Pastor Bass 

 

 

 

February 2010  Newsletter 
 

By Tony Eller 

Evangelism,  from the Greek: evan-

gelion (euaggelion) eu = good as in 

eulogy: good + logos, word,  and angelicos, an-

gel ( messenger), i.e. good message = good 

news.   
The mission of the Evangelism Committee at Epiphany 

is to tell the good news of Godôs love through Christ to 

all, both within the church and without, in response to 

the Great Commission.    

Bringing the message of Christ, the message of the Gos-

pel, becomes increasingly urgent every day.  We cannot 

afford to stand idle, putting off to tomorrow the task of 

making the truth of redemption apparent in every aspect 

of our lives so that others may see it.  If the challenge of 

the Great Commission is not enough to spur us to ac-

tion, then perhaps we will be strengthened by the words 

of Paul, ñPray also for me, that the message may be 

given to me when I open my mouth to make known with 

  



     
 

   

          Marketing Committee 
 

VIVA VIENNA! 

Town Festival Epiphany will be having a booth at Viva 

Vienna! to help commemorate it's 50th anniversary. We 

are in need of committee leaders and volunteers to help 

with logistics, program planning and staffing, and mar-

keting. This is a great short-term opportunity for those 

who have not been active volunteers in the past! Please 

contact Chuck Rushing at ecrushing@aol.com or 

Marianne Alicona at malicona@cox.net to get in-
volved. Stay tuned for more information on an or-
ganizational meeting. 
 
 

 50th ANNIVERSARY OF  

EPIPHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

 

The committee needs help getting current addresses of 

all our former members.  Please email, call or mail any 

information you might have to the church office (e-mail: 

office@epiphanyumc.com - 1014 Country Club Drive 

NE, Vienna 22180) or Sandy Underhill (e-mail: ssunder-

hill@gmail.com --1402 Baritone Court, Vienna 22182) 

or Alice Clyne (e-mail: clynefam@AOL.com -- 9801 

Bridleridge Court, Vienna, 22181).  If you don't have 

street address but know the city-town, that would be 

helpful.  Many thanks! 

Epiphany UMC Officers  for 
2011                        

Board of Trustees 

Walter Cook (2011) 

Greg deKramer (2013) 

Jim Tucker (2012) 

Sandy Underhill (2011) 

Bill Fowkes (2014) 

Church Council 

Liz Vogt (Chair) 

Marianne Alicona (Member-at-Large) 

LaFaun Eakin (Worship) 

Tony Eller (Evangelism) 

Bill Fowkes (Member-at-Large) 

Bass Mitchell 

Gail Rosner (Member-at-Large) 

Judy Rushing (Member-at-Large) 

Barbara Savage (Missions) 

George Strawn (SPRC) 

Sandy Underhill (Lay Leader) 

Steve   Swanekamp 

Finance Committee 

Gary Hobert (Chair) 

Kathleen Bingham 

Betsy Boswell 

Gail Rosner 

Dave Foulis 

Bass Mitchell 

George Strawn 
Treasurer 

Kathleen Bingham 

Lay Leader 

Sandy Underhill 

Lay Leadership 

Bass Mitchell (Chair) 

Margaret Brady (2011) 

Anne Cook (2012) 

Dot Montague (2011) 

Sandy Underhill (2011) 

 Staff Parish Relations 

George Strawn (2011-Chair) 

Alice Clyne (2011) 

Karen Crouse (2013) 

Dave Foulis (2012) 

Colton Montague (2012) 

Sandy Underhill (2011 

Altar Guild  

Vickey Anderson 

LaFaun Eakin 

Debbie Mitchell 

Education Committee 

Betsy Boswell 

Karen Crouse 

Education Committee 

Betsy Boswell 

Karen Crouse 

Mary Helen Tucker 

Bass Mitchell 

Sandy Underhill 

Sarah deKramer 

Evangelism 

Tony Eller 

Members of  

District Conference 

Bass Mitchell (Clergy) 

Sandy Underhill (Lay Leader) 

Barbara Savage (LDAC) 

Memorial Committee 

Shirley Blunk 

LaFaun Eakin 

Missions Committee 

Barbara  Savage (Chair) 

Betsy Boswell 

Sarah deKramer 

Karen Emami 

Karen Fowkes 

Cindy Stanton 

Worship Committee 

Idith Schultz (Chair) 

Shirley Blunk 

Walter Cook 

Karen Crouse 

LaFaun Eakin 

Bass mitchell 

Chris Ryan (Comet Choir) 

Bev Sapp (Music) 

Barbara Stahl (Organist) 

Sandy Underhill (Lay Leader) 
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Epiphany’s Youth Group News 

                             By Sarah deKramer 
 

 Youth Group Super Bowl Party 
 Feb. 6th - Super Bowl party at the Alverez's house 
for dinner.  All youth group and their families are 
invited.  Please RSVP to Sarah de Kramer at  
gdekramer@aol.com if your family will be attend-
ing.  Thank you Alverez family for hosting!! 
 

The Children’s Message 
Steve Swanekamp  shared the following with the children 
on Sunday, January 16th, as part of the children's mes-
sage. 
 

Be careful of your thoughts, for your thought become 
your words. 
Be careful of your words, for your words become your 
actions. 
Be careful of your actions, for your actions become your 
habits.  
Be careful of your habits, for your habits become your 
character. 
Be careful of your character, for your character be-
comes your destiny. 
                                                                            Author unknown 

 

 

  
 

  
   

  

 

Preschool Request 

Epiphany Preschool is hoping that Church mem-

bers might be willing to come into class and read 

to the children on occasion.  Please contact Judy 

Rushing at 703-242-2563, or Karen Crouse at 

703-242-8212 for details. 

 

 

Volunteer Request 

Do you have experience working with websites?  

Can you help your church by donating less than an 

hour a week of your time?  Epiphany is looking for 

a webmaster to keep it's website updated.  Please 

contact  Marianne Alicona at malicona@cox.net for 

more information. 

 Epiphany Women in Mission 

                     (formerly UMW) 
  

Please contact Margaret Brady  if you would like a 

tax receipt for your donations to UMW for 2010. Tel. 

No. 703-255-3270. 
 

  

mailto:gdekramer@aol.com
mailto:malicona@cox.net


 A Time for Thanks 

                                             Sarah deKramer 
 
 
The children's programs at Epiphany wouldn't be near as successful 
without the help of countless volunteers in our church.  As we begin 
2011, I wanted to take a minute to thank everyone for giving of their 
time and talents.   
 
Thank you to Chris Ryan who beautifully and gracefully runs our 
Comet's choir (and let's face it, some of those children are a bit of a 
handful)! 
 
Thank you to Jennifer Squires, Bill Fowkes, and Betsy Boswell for mak-
ing the Christmas pageant a reality! 
 
Thank you to our Sunday School teachers:  Bass Mitchell, Chris Austin, 
Karen Fowkes, Cathy Rodgers, Lynne Iandolo, and Mary Helen 
Tucker.  And, of course thank you to George Strawn for leading the 
adult class for so many years. 
 
Thank you to our nursery volunteers:  Mary Helen, Sarah, and Kathryn 
Tucker, Margaret Brady, Marianne Alicona, and Cara Mazella, Anne 
Cook, Jennifer Weetman, Karen, Colleen, and Alexis Fowkes, Becky 
VanStone, Barbara Del La Cruz, Betsy Boswell, and Carolyn and Abby 
Fusca. 
 
Thank you to our junior church volunteers:  Karen, Colleen, and Alexis 
Fowkes, Vicky and Ashley Anderson, Christine Bingham, Chris Austin, 
Mary Helen, Sarah and Kathryn Tucker, Cathy & Jordan Rodgers, and 
Anne Cook. 
 
Thank you to our fearless acolyte leader, Karen Crouse and all her aco-
lytes. 
 
Thank you to those who delight us with a children's message each 
week:  Bass Mitchell, Bill Fowkes, Steve Swanekamp, Pat Howard, 
Karen Crouse, Chuck Rushing, Sandy Underhill, Barbara Stahl, and 
Gail Rosner 
 
As you can see it takes a village!  If you would like to help with some of 
these children's programs, please contact Sarah de Kramer. 
 
  
 

            

                  Coffee Time Host 
February 6:    Missions 
February 13:  Dick & Inga Carlson 
February 20:  Women in Mission 
February 27:  Epiphany Choir 
   
   

Greeters 
February 6:    Becky Porter and LaFaun Eakin 
February 13:  Marianne Alicona & Vickey Anderson            
February 20:  Monty & Dot Montague  
February 27   Norm & Alice Clyne 

 Nursery 
    
February 6:    Karen Fowkes and Colleen Fowkes 
February 13:   Becky Van Stone 
February 20:   Barbara de laCruz 
February 27    Betsy Boswell 
 

        Junior Church  
  
February 6:    Sarah deKramer 
February 13:   Mary Helen Tucker and Sarah Tucker 
February 20:   Cathy Rodgers and Jordan Rodgers 
February 27    Anne Cook 

  Acolytes 
 

February 6:   Robbie Tucker   
February 13:  Emily Swanekamp   
February 20:  Cara Mazella 
February 27   Jack Tucker 

 

 Tellers  
 February 6:    Phil & Rhoann Blount 
February 13:   Margaret Brady & Judy Rushing 
February 20:   David & Anne Marie Foulis 
February 27    Gail Rosner 
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